heard or seen by others besides herself ; and therefore they are a fit subject for psychological investigation.
Bernard Shaw stated in the truly remarkable Preface to his play, St. Joan: "Her ideal biographer must be free from nineteenth century prejudices and biases; must understand the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic Church and the Holy Roman Empire much more intimately than our Whig historians have ever understood them; and must be capable of throwing off sex partialities and their romance and regarding women as the female of the human species, and not a different kind of animal with specific charms and specific imbecilities." It is quite possible to comply with these reasonable demands, except perhaps, those involved in the last 12 words. But even the full possession of this extensive knowledge would not help in solving the outstanding problem of Joan's personality, which can be thus bluntly stated: "If, as is so often asserted, she was a case of hystero-epilepsy, how came it about that she succeeded, where so many sane military commanders failed ?"
A solution can only be obtained on the basis of a practical knowledge of psychiatry, combined with an understanding of the religious beliefs of the French countryside at the time, the fifteenth centurv. Stuch knowledge can be assumed in Norman, who in Mental Disorders (1928) wrote, p. 393: " Joan of Arc had a chronic hallucinatory condition which is not regarded by manv as being due to mental disorder, as it led to much bloodshed and served a useful purpose bv assisting the French to beat the English. But she had to pay a fearful price for her affliction ". One cannot quarrel with this studiously fair opinion, which seems to be an echo of sentiments recorded during Joan's trial. It was then that the Minorite Friar, Jacques de Touraine, asked her whether she had ever seen Englishmen killed; she answered: " En nom Dieu, si j'y ai ete? Don't talk mealy-mouthed rot! Why do they not leave France and return to their country?" Whereupon an unnamed English lord exclaimed: " Brave girl! Wouild that she were English! " Across five centuries this tribute of sincere admiration still deserves to be remembered. DOCUMENTARY AND LEGENDARY EVIDENCE: THEIR RELATIVE VALUE Here an attempt will be made to sift documentary, historical recording from romantic or legendary tradition; not that the latter is deemed worthless, far from it, but because it cannot throw any light on the question: " Were Joan's Visions the symptoms of mental disorder?'" My opinion is that they were not and that can be proved by a study of her deeds and ascertained answers in the course of prolonged cross-examination, which were carefully taken down by clerks in French and then translated into Franco-Latin, in which form they still exist. For this purpose the published documents have been consulted, in the first instance the five volumes due to the devoted scholarship of Jules Quicherat: Proce's de condamnation et re'habilitationz de Jeanne d'Arc (Paris 1841-9). Since the appearance of this monumental work, an important source of information relating to conditions in France during the lifetime of Jehanne has been printed: Journal d'un bourgeois de Paris (Paris, 1881), carefullv edited by A. Tuetey; the book is valuable, for it represents the Burgundian point of view-. Gilles de Rais-by many thought to be the original of Perrault's Blue-beard-accompanied La Pucelle on some of her expeditions; his life was described by E. Boissart and de Maule: Gilles de Rais, marechal de France, dit Barbe-Bleu (1404 -1440 (Paris, 1886) . The letters of a Venetian in France have been discovered and edited by Leon Dorez and G. Lefevre-Pontalis: Chronique d'Antonio Morosini (Paris, 1901) . Similar letters were addressed to friends by a German merchant Eberhard von Windecke, and these were published by G. Lefevre-Pontalis: Les sources allemandes de l'histoire de Jeanne d'Arc (Paris, 1903) . The events recorded are mainly miraculous or were considered from that standpoint, but the letters give a clear view of the opinions of contemporary detached observers. G. de la Roche and G. Wissler edited: Documents relatifs a Jeanne d'Arc (Aarau, 1926) . A comprehensive list of over 2,121 numbers was compiled by Lanery d'Arc: Le Livre d'or de Jeanne d'Arc-Bibliographie raisonnee, &c. (Paris, 1894) . Such are the works that can be usefully consulted to form an opinion as to the conditions under which our heroine was born, lived, died. The American historian, Francis C. Lowell wrote: Joanz of Arc (Boston, 1896), a sound critical book in the best historical tradition. A general consideration of the life of La Pucelle was undertaken by Anatole France: La vie de Jeanne d'Arc (Paris, 1908) and though from such a mocking sceptic no reverence for sacred matters was to be expected, the treatment of the subject was careful, serious and fair, even if one disagrees with the suggestion made in the Preface, that the Maid was a dupe of monks and priests; an 2 3 Section of the History of Medicine 163 assumption for which no evidence can be found in the text. The book upset many admirers of La Pucelle, e.g. J. B. J. Avroles: La pre'tendue vie de Jeanne d'Arc, monument de cynisme sectaire (1910) . It also aroused the indignation of Andrew Lang, who proceeded to write-it is said in three months-The Maid of France (new editioui, London, 1922) . One must admire the generous spirit of the author, and a paragraph deserves to be quoted: " She was the consummation and ideal of two noble human efforts towards perfection. The peasant's daughter was the Flower of Chivalry, brave, gentle, merciful, courteous, kind, and loyal. Later poets and romance-writers delighted to draw the figure of the Lady Knight; but Spencer and Ariosto could not create, Shakespeare could not imagine, such a being as Jeanne d'Arc."
This poetically-worded tribute is not false or even exaggerated; and I may be allowed to recall the Saracen woman-warrior, Clorinda, in Gerusalemme Liberata of Torquato Tasso, because she was an instance of a widely-held opinion-also supported by James I of England-that the milk of the wet-nurse influenced the character of the child; Clorinda's ferocity in battle was due to her having been suckled by a tigress. Another reference of medical interest is that Clorinda's white skin was due to maternal impression, for her father and mother were Ethiopians. It may be that our increasing knowledge of hormones may yet prove that such ancient beliefs possessed some justification.
That great French soldier, Marechal Foch, paid his tribute to her military strategy in the book Jeanne d'Arc (Paris, 1929) ; his opinion is especially notable for he had given historical examples, in the field, of the principle which Jeanne voiced: En nom Dieu, attaquez! Moreover at her trial she said that she told the soldiers to drive through the enemy and went ahead herself. Since her Visions were closely bound with political history. a review of the state of France at the time would be required, to obtain a proper perspective of her milieu, but owing to exigencies of space an account of the historical background must be omitted. JEANN4E D'ARC: HER PARENTAGE AND EARLY CHILDHOOD AT DOMREfMY The Maid of Orleans was born sometime between 1410-12 as the daughter of Jacquot d'Arc and his wife, Isabelle Romee; an exact date lacks documentary evidence. Jacquot and his wife were ordinary country people; their children were Jacques, Catherine, Jean, Jeannette and lastly Pierrelot. Though little is really known of the mentality of the parents, brothers and sister of the heroine, yet sufficient information is available to conclude that they were frugal, stolid, hard-working peasants, without a trace of neuropathic affliction. One may usefully compare their case history with those of the Kings, Charles VI, his son Charles VII, and grandson Louis XI.
There is some information regarding the early childhood of Jeannette through the repeated investigations by numerous persons during the first examination made on behalf of the King, then during the trial in 1431 and in the course of the rehabilitation which was proclaimed on June 16, 1456. Not unexpectedly, the aim of these informers was quite different from that of contemporary historians, with the result that many anecdotes recorded are of little documentary use, in showing that during her early childhood she behaved in any way differently from any other little girl of the neighbourhood.
From her statements at the trial it is known that it was at the age of 13--presumably in the summer of 1424-that in her father's garden she first heard the " Voides ", which frightened her, saying: " Je viens de Dielu pour t'aider a' te bien conduire, Jeannette, sois bonne et Dieu t'aidera." A few days later the Voice said: " Jeannette, sois bonne. Joan persuaded him that she had a Divine mission to perform and he consented to accompany her to Vaucouleurs to interview the Captain of the town, Robert de Baudricourt, to whom she said that she had been sent by " Messire ", i.e. the Almighty, so that he, Baudricourt, should tell the Dauphin not to engage in battle with his enemies. She added that before Mid-Lent Messire would aid the Dauphin, to whom the Kingdom of France did not belong, except in so far that the Dauphin should hold it in trust as King. " Notwithstanding his enemies, the Dauphin will become King and I, Jehanne, shall consecrate him ". De Baudricourt was not impressed. but told Uncle Lassois to box her ears and take her back to her father. Jehanne returned to Domremy after an absence of eight days and there wvas the object of derision and suspicion as a sorceress. In July lDomremy was ravaged bv a force of Burgundians, so that the family of jehanne fled to Neufchateau, their market-place, and found hospitality with a woman named La Rousse, who kept an inn. Here Joan helped in the household work and took the cattle of her father out to graze; hence the English jibe " vachire ", which she hotly resented; those cognizant with vulgar abuse will understand the offence intended, reinforced by the Instructing Judge d'Estivet, who later miiade out the inn of La Rousse to have been a house of ill-fame. In any case Joan was there no longer than a fortnight and then returned to Domremy to find the village pillaged and its church in ruins. After a short time she again visited her uncle Lassois and wvent with him to Vaucouleurs, for another interview with Section of the History of Medicine 165 granzd age; these ladies testified as to the purity of the Maid. At the same time messengers were sent to Domre6mv and the conclusion of this was that Jehanne should be given a trial at the front; accordingly she was allowed to accompany a military expedition to
Orleans. This arrived at the outskirts of the city on Thursday, April 28, and next day they entered by the Porte de Bourgogne, which apparently was open; it is recorded that Joan's plan was to attack the English and enter the town through them; however, her guides took the line of less resistance.
HER STEADFAST PURPOSE AND BRAVE DEEDS From Orleans she dictated a letter which she sent by a herald named Guyenne, whom the English retained and threatened to execute. This she followed by another missive to Sir John Talbot, the Earl of Suffolk, and Le seignieur de Scales bidding them return to England. This message was not well received; the answer being that they intended to, burn Guyenne. The third time she dictated a letter to the English asking them to abandon the fortifications and to return to their country, offering to exchange her herald Guyenne against some English prisoners; the message was attached to an arrow and shot over; the answer was shouted back in offensive terms which made her weep.
On Friday, May 6, she rallied a failing attack on the Tower of the English; next day she was wounded in the right shoulder by an arrow, which apparently passed through the muscles of the neck. She refused to employ a charm to stanch the blood and had the wound dressed with lard and olive oil and then, after having prayed, followed her standard, encouraged the attackers who were wavering, entered the trench and surmounted the palisades. On Sunday, May 8, the English, under Sir John Fastolf departed and the siege was raised.
The next care of the Mlaid was to persuade the King to accompany her to Rheims and there be consecrated; it should be noted that the town and neighbourhood either favoured the Burgundians or were garrisoned by the English. Therefore to reach Rheims a military campaign was most brilliantly put into execution. On June 11 Jargeau was attacked and entered next day. Here it was that the Maid was knocked down and slightly stunned by a stone hitting her head ; but she soon got up and cried: Amnis, amis, sits, sus! Messire a conzdamiie' les Aniglais; a' cette heure ils sont n6tres. Ayez bon ccrur! The Earl of Suffolk was taken prisoner, together with his brother, John de la Pole; another brother, Alexander, was drowned or killed. On July 15 the bridgehead of Meung was captured; on the 16th Beaugency was invested; it surrendered next day; on the 18th, at Patay, an English train commanded by Talbot and Fastolf was broken up and captured; then other towns, Troyes, Chalons, were invested and overcome; at last Rheims was entered without opposition, so that the coronation took place on July 17, 1429, Jeanne being present with her banner, painted at Tours by a Scotsman, Hamish Power. In the meanwhile Joan was granted an allowance, was given an equerry to help her don her ar-mour, which had been specially made; she had a household, rode several horses presented to her; all this is evidence of an intellect fully conscious of its power; it was not exaggerated or vainglorious. The neglect of clothing or the donning of absurd apparel are well-known symptoms of a disordered mind.
In September 1429 she took part in an attack on Paris, in the course of which she was wounded in the thigh, but she remained on the field and spurred the soldiers on; however, the assault failed. She returned early in November 1429, led the operations against Saint-Pierre-le-Moustier, where she is recorded to have cried: Autx fagots et at claies, tout le monzde! Afin de faire un pont. Here she was successful. There was another failure at La Charite and subsequent events are not quite clear; it seems that Jeanne's restless activity began to be viewed with disfavour, her position and fame gave rise to envy and Court intrigues were evident; the support of the King and his Counsellors, never whole-hearted, became even lukewarm; the departure of Jeanne with a company of Italian mercenaries for Compiegne seems to have been her own initiative. It was there that she was captured by a captain of the Duke of Luxembourg on May 24, who sold her to the English on November 21, 1430; they took her to Rouen, where she was tried on a charge of sorcery and heresy before a tribunal consisting of theologians from the University of Paris. During her imprisonment she twice fell ill: the first time apparently through eating some fish sent her bv Cauchon; she was treated by bleeding by two physicians, Between February 24-27 it was recorded that she was examined in relation to her virginity by the Duchess of Bedford, a Dame Ann Bavon and another unnamed matron. Here the purpose was evident; it was held that a sorceress could not be a virgin. The result of the examination was in favour of Jeanne, but it can only be surmised how the matrons formed their opinion; perhaps by questioning and an external examination.
At that time, the existence and significance of the hymen was contested by medical authorities and some recommended strange methods of suffumigation with leaves of Lapathum, ad probatio virginuin.
Jeanne's imprisonment was unnecessarily brutal, her trial and cross-examinations gruelling; yet very rarely did her high courage fail her and none of her brief, firm answers show the least trace of that dissimulation which is common in paranoiacs when being questioned about their delusions. On the contrary, she gave a full account of the Voices she had heard, the Visions she had seen, and stated she had embraced the Saints.
It is noticeable that she could not give a clear or definite description of the Saints and Archangels, except that she perceived them in the nature of a bright light, accompanied by the sound of a nicely modulated voice. Many of the leading questions may seem futile, but to those who are acquainted with Demonology it is evident what the theologians were attempting to prove; they failed in this, though Paris University decided that the Visions of Jeanne were due to three Devils, Belial, Satan and Behemoth. The other conclusions were of the same nature and moreover they brushed aside the plea of Jeanne that she might be allowed to appeal to the Pope. As it happened, after a period in which three Popes had claimed the See of St. Peter, during her trial it was vacant, though the news had not reached the Tribunal. Anyone reading the answers of the Maid to the questions of her judges, will agree that they are direct and to the point, with none of those irrelevant tirades which are voiced by hysterical subjects. At no time, under the most difficult circumstance, did Jeanne faint, react with fits of any nature or behave otherwise than with brave confidence. There was, it is true, a recantation followed by a relapse, the doffing and donning again of male clothing, but those who have followed the recent political trials of Russia may draw their own conclusions as to how steadfast Jeanne was in the face of overwhelming intellectual pressure. Her behaviour throughout was that of a singularly brave, intensely devout, self-assertive, yoaing country girl.
She was burnt at the stake in the Market-place at Rouen on May 30, 1431, in the presence of soldiers and the populace.
THE VOICES AND VISIONS OF JEHANNE LA PUCELLE
In attempting a revision of the medical aspects of the story of Joan of Arc, it is taken for granted that in the last forty years medicine has made considerable advances in the diagnosis, prognosis and even what is called the "causation " of many morbid mental conditions. In medical matters, the word "cause " has obtained a limited, definite meaning; it really amounts to answering the question: How? And not the other profound query: Why ? Thus there is some justification for re-examining what the Maid said and did, without probing much deeper, in a vain struggle to find out the Original Cause of her actions, even by the methods of M-Ietaphysics.
The report by Dr. Georges Dumas (1908) is the latest authoritative study of the subject; he concluded that in her behaviour Jeanne was sane; this view can now be reconsidered in the light of contemporary knowledge of medical. psychology and psvchiatry.
It has been mentioned that the " Voices " and "4 isiops" of the.Maid are accepted by devout Roman Catholics as being of Divine origin, while sceptics with or without psychiatrical pretensions, consider them illusions, hallucinations and delusions, the symptoms of a diseased imagination. I am not qualified to accept or oppose the former standpoint, but I intend to bring evidence to prove that La Pucelle behaved as a sane person would in her time and circumstances, provided he held the same innate opinions she had tried to put into practice; moreover that her visions were not morbid.
On the basis of a careful study of the life and surroundings of Jeanne, it becomes evident that in her time it was quite possible to be abnormal, without deserving to be classed as insane. In this sense, in 1492, the opinions of Columbus were abnormal, they may even have been considered diseased, but events did not prove him disordered in 7 Section of the History of Medicine 167 intellect. Though the Visions of La Pucelle were the feature which has obtained the most attention-undeniably her behaviour seemed to be guided bv these Visions-yet I have concluded that it is her deeds and conduct that reallv count in forming a judgment; momentary reflection will recall that diagnosis in psychiatry is more often based on behaviour than on the expression of unorthodox opinions.
An attentive study of the reported sayings of Jeanne and of her answers under crossexamination, shows quite conclusively that she firmlv believed that she had a Divine Mission to accomplish-the crowvning of the King of France at Rheims-and consequently to lead troops to chase the English from France-boutter les Godonis de France. Other plans were adumbrated, reconciliation with the Burgundians, a common Crusade against the Infidels, but there was no opportunity to carry them out. According to her view, she had been chosen for this mission by Saints and Archangels, who appeared to her in Visions and told her what to do.
What I have attempted to show wvas that the Voices of Jeanne, if one does not wish to accept their miraculous or Divine origin-or for the matter of that, even if one doesbegan as simple, moral admonitions at the age of 13. Anvone who has experience with children must know that innocent illusions are frequent, some as recurring dreams, which easily take on a fanciful interpretation of actual events.
In the case of Jeanne, later on-it is not clear when, possibly after two, three or four years-the appearances of Saint Margaret and Catharine and the Archangel Michael, resulted in advice which was political in character. Here wvas something more abnormal, but it seems evident to anyone who reads her recorded replies that there was an additional factor, that of auto-suggestion; she saw things she wished to see and the Voices bid her do things she wished to do. It is true, according to her confession, that twice she neglected the advice of her Counsellors; once when she jumped out of prison, the other time when she cast off masculine clothing; both instances occurred during her imprisonment.
All those who have studied her story and tried to obtain an explanation in the realm of psycho-pathology, have found it difficult to reconcile what seemed to be a system of delusions, together with actual, definite practical achievements, accompanied by a perfectly normal behaviour in all matters pertaining to ordinary circumstances of life.
Joan of Arc has been frequently mentioned together with another remarkable young woman, St. Catherine of Siena (1347-80), but anvone wvith sufficient clinical knowledge will admit that it is a question of contrast, not comparison. The achievements of St. Catherine were great, her letters remain as the proof of an ardent spirit furthering the return of the Pope to Rome, by means of astoundinglv gentle, and yet irresistible, pressure.
Apart from this, St. Catherine was an ascetic, a young woman with a frail body, who ill-treated herself in a manner wvhich arotuses horror in the modern reader of her life.
The life of Florence Nightingale (1820-1910) can be recalled as a modern example of an inspired action by a woman in the face of great difficulties and opposition. The Lady of the Lamp was as convinced of the vital importance of her mission of reform as was Jeanne, but she did not find it necessary to enforce her views by describing visions or messages from St. Catharine, St. Margaret and the Archangel Michael; she could rely on her relatives in Government circles.
The peasant girl from Domremv was built of stern stuff and, apart from her Visions, in her behaviour was a true sturdy daughter of the soil. Accordingly her performances both in the field and in the realm of practical politics, involved much more genius in action. THE This is an opinion with which I cannot agree, but the reasons cannot be discussed now.
If I were asked to give in clear, simple language, the essential difference between genius and insanity, I would say that outstanding talent is creative, constructive, and productive;
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Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 8 whilst insanity is either destructive or disordered, and incapable of obtaining lasting results. There have been instances of mental disease complicating outstanding ability, e.g. William Blake, but they are not many. What popular authors such as Nisbet confuse with insanity are the eccentricities of brilliant men, quite another matter.
There is a matter of medical interest wvhich can be examined in the light of modern endocrinology. It can be accepted, from the testimony of Jeanne's squire, d'Aulon, that she was amenorrheoic, though her figure was well developed. There has been a natural reticence in discussing such matters among non-medical authors, but clinical experience tells us that scanty catamenia are the rule in exceptionally active women ; this is already mentioned in Soranus; it may be said that they are intellectuallv and physicallv active because of slight interference from the genital sphere or the other way round; but however the explanation is worded, the observation is correct. It is now admitted that menstruation is influenced by the secretion of definite hormones, the chemical constitution of which has been analysed. What is ascertained is but a minimal fraction of what is still unknown, but it is clear that such hormones, apart from a uterine, possess a cerebral action, so that disturbance in their secretion must result in a repercussion in the mentality. Accordingly, Jeanne's vigorous personality can be more easily understood. We do not know what her inner thoughts may have been, but it has seemed to me that her insistence on dressing as a young man may have been in part suggested by the fact that she would feel that " she was not like other girls ", a phrase well known to every medical practitioner.
Jeanne's physical vigour is confirmed by several contemporary independent reports; she would walk or ride long marches, not only on the scantiest fare, but, moreover, was punctilious in observing all fasts decreed by the Church ; she kept fully armed and dressed six days on end, sleeping on straw in barns ; she was seriously wounded at Orleans and rejoined the fray, after a brief period of rest and prayer. It has been calculated that between February 15, 1429, and May 23, 1430, she travelled on foot or horseback 5,329 km., that is 3,330 miles in fifteen months. Her behaviour during imprisonment and trial can be once more admiringly mentioned. Against this it can be said that she was easily moved to tears by insults or disappointment; that at Jargeau she junmped from her horse to tend an English prisoner, who had been cruelly struck bv his French captor. This facile.womanly emotion seems to me an added evidence of sanity; all those who have experience of the insane know how little they are moved by exterior circumstances. It has been poetically said that it is a poor world, where there is dearth of woman's tears; but apart from this I have seen a Nursing Sister weep out of bitter disappointment when one of her favourite wounded was moved to another ward, for she mollicoddled him yet this brave woman, alone, one early morning in the Transvaal, had shot five lions.
Some authors, like Andrew Lang, have discuissed the prophetic sayings of Jeanne, to show her prescience I do not think that they are psychologically important. Her prophecies seem to me to have been in the nature of encouraging assertions, which in medical practice are known as " favourable prognosis "; our credentials in such instances being past and present experience.
It is important to note that though La Pucelle claimed Divine Inspiration, she repeatedly disclaimed the possession of miraculous powers in relation to healing ; there is an instance where she revived an asphyctic newborn babe, which died, however, soon after she had baptized it; from this and her acting as godmother to several infants, one can decide that, notwithstanding her soldierly activities, she still remained a womanly woman.
SHAKESPEARE AND THE MAID OF ORLEANS
Anyone acquainted vith the story of La Putcelle recorded in numerous documents, cannot fail to notice that her dramatic representation in the Shakespearean plav, "Henry VI ", is a strange travestv, at least in parts. At first the Maid claims to be the bearer of a divine mission ; her military leadership is admitted, for she takes part, a leading part, in a stratagem to capture Rouen; she overcomes Talbot in single combat, an incident for which there is no historical evidence; her vigorous patriotism is evident, for she is ready to shed blood, risk life and limb for her country. But later on, her Voices are "fiends" and remain dumb when asked for advice; she then refuses to recognize her father and claims to be nobly born; after condemnation she presents a plea for delay of execution, because she is with child, the father named being first d'Alen,on and then Rayner of Naples.
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Section of the Htstory of Medicine 169 We have learnt from a vouthful literary critic that modern research has shown that the plays were not written by William Shakespeare, but by another gentleman of the same name; and thus it would be perhaps unfair to saddle the Great Bard with this fanciful presentment of a noble historical character; indeed, it has been suggested that collaboration might explain the contradictory and inaccurate account of the story of the Maid. Later English authors have given a better account of the life of St. Joan, particularly Bernard Shaw, who, having said that she was mentally excessive, to prove his contention, makes St. Joan talk like Beatrice Potter (Mrs. Sidney Webb).
Voltaire wrote a scurrilous and ribald poem about La Pucelle; he had just sufficient decency to disclaim its authorship ; it is no excuse to say that he was attacking Clericalism; he obviously did not take the trouble to get his main facts right, for Joan was a victim of Sacerdotalism, if ever there was one. CHRISTINE DE PISAN (C. 1364 -c. 1430) THE POETESS OF "L'AMOUR COURTOIS" During Joan's lifetime, a poem in her praise was composed by Christine de Pisan, a most engaging and interesting personality. She was the daughter of an Italian astrologer and physician, adviser to Charles V of France. Brought up in Court circles, she married a notary at the age of fifteen, who died when she was 25, leaving her with three children. She courageously set about earning her living by writing ballads in that peculiar style known as " l'amotur courtois ", which was the forerunner of the strange aberration known as " cicisbeisme ". She also wrote didactic works and " La cite des Dames " as a defence of her sex. Eventually retiring to a Dominican nunnery at Poissy, she ceased writing, but when the fame of Jeanne's deeds reached her she composed a poem beginning: le, Christine quie ay pleture XI ans en l'Abbaye close in which she greatly rejoiced at the victories won by one of her sex; the events were due to Divine guidance and her feelings were expressed with the verses:-Si rabaissez, Anglois, vos cornes, Car jamais n'avez beau gibier.
En Franzce, ne menez vos sornes, Matez estes en l'eschiquier.
Freely translated: " Lower your pride, Englishmen, for there is no more good game for you in France. It is no longer fun, you are checkmated on the board." A full study of the literary significance of Christine is by Marie-Joseph Pinet Christine de Pisan., &c. (Paris, 1927) .
For our purpose the character of two remarkable women can be compared, whose upbringing and activities were so different and yet had similar aims in view: the furtherance of French dynastic patriotism.
Christine was well read and dynastic loyalty was easily understandable in her; it was in her interest to sing the praises of the sang royal. She had definite ideas about State policy and these she expressed in many writings in the words: " Let the King rule wisely and well." Jeanne was a peasant girl, could not read or write and she summed up her views on statesmanship: " Let the French King reign under the guidance of God." Both Christine and Jeanne were devout Christians, but it is evident that the reading of pagan authors and the glamour of Court life had made religion for Christine rather a formal matter; she lacked the fervour of Jeanne; moreover, she was a wife, a mother and was, rightly, greatly concerned with protecting her progeny. These considerations did not arise with Joan, who brushed aside all conventions to carry through with the impetuosity of genius, what in modern terms would be called a three-point programme: Crown the Dauphin in Rheims; chase les Godonzs from France; make peace with the Burgundians. Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine 10 THE ESSENCE OF THE PSYCHOLOGICAL DIAGNOSIS OF JOAN OF ARC A benevolent critic, having read my essay, told me that three main conclusions I had obtained, were already much more entertainingly presented by Bernard Shaw in the Preface of his St. Joan: that the Voices of St. Joan were simply the inspiration of genius;
for Shaw said that Newton had not found it necessary to clothe his discoveries in the form that the ghost of Pythagoras had walked into his garden to tell him that the apple had dropped on his head as the result of gravity ; that Joan was one of the first apostles of Nationalism and the first French practitioner of Napoleonic realism in warfare, as distinct from the irregular scrapping hitherto practised; and that Shaw had recognized St. Joan as being mentally excessive, not mentally deficient. What could I do, but haltingly concede that it was most flattering to find myself in agreement with one of the foremost minds of our time? Nevertheless, in walking home, SS. Cosmas and Damian whispered into my ear-or it may have been the spirit of Sir Patrick Mansonthat many had asserted that malaria was connected with marshes, but proof of the mosquito cycle was required for the purposes of medical progress. By the same token, though Shaw had made a dogmatic assertion, I had tried to show how such a conclusion could be reasonablv obtained, for all to contest or approve. Incidentally, in the same Preface it was stated that St. Joa'n was the first Protestant martyr. Now, the irreducible nudeus of protestantism is that it will not recognize the supremacy of the Pope; instead, Jeanne was only too willing to admit it, except that during her lifetime it was not easy to decide. In 1410 John XXIII had been deposed, being followed by Martin V in 1417, while others had claimed the right to occupy the See of St. Peter. In 1429 the Anti-Pope Clement VIII had resigned; so that at the time of trial there was no Pope, till Eugenius IV was elected in 1431. It is known that Jeanne had been asked to express an oipinion on the claims of the rival Popes and had given an evasive reply; a further sign of sanity, for it is only the half-witted who are cock-sure. She was, in fact, a better Papist than her judges, some of whom later took part in the Synagogue of Satan, the Couln'cil of Basel.'
There are numerous other subjects, some connected with medicine in its wider aspects, where disagreement with Bernard Shaw could be substantiated; but as the result of a study of reliable documentary evidence, it can be suggested that the behaviour of Jeanne d'Arc was perfectly sane and that the formulation of her constructive ideas bore the impress of genius. This country girl was truly the Flower of Chivalry.
My reading of the story of Jeanne d'Arc is, therefore, that her Voices and Visions were largely the product of auto-suggestion based on intense religious beliefs and were nowise accompanied by any recognizable form of mental derangement. Soon, the inner conviction was obtained that a remedy for the pitiful condition of the Kingdom of France could be achieved by consecrating Charles VII in Rheims, obtaining the recionciliation of the warring factions, and driving the invader from French soil. To put this into practice, active participation in the war was decided and its actual performance was accomplished in a manner and by the means perfectly suited to the spirit of the time and countrv. In modern times others might profit from her example.
